Analysis of programmed cell death in the nematode Caenorhabditis elegans.
The nematode Caenorhabditis elegans has been shown to be an excellent model organism with which to study the mechanisms of programmed cell death because of its powerful genetics and the ability to study cell death with single-cell resolution. In this chapter, we describe methods that are commonly used to examine various aspects of programmed cell death in C. elegans. These methods, in combination with genetic analyses, have helped identify and characterize many components of the C. elegans cell death pathway, illuminating the mechanisms by which these components affect programmed cell death.